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Upcoming changes to the draw 
 
Changes to the Canadian resident white-tailed deer draw have been proposed for future draws as a result of 
hunter feedback received by the Ministry of Environment and recent consultation with stakeholder groups. One 
suggestion is to implement priority pools for applicants without a Saskatchewan resident family sponsor, based 
on the number of years since an applicant was last drawn. This will minimize occurrences of applicants without 
family sponsors being drawn in consecutive years while others are not drawn. Hunters with a family sponsor 
(immediate family member residing in Saskatchewan) will remain the top priority in the draw.  

The 2020 draw process remains unchanged from previous years but changes will be considered for future years. 
 
Make sure you have an account in the Hunting, Angling and Trapping Licence (HAL) system 
 
The Canadian resident white-tailed deer draw is part of the automated Hunting, Angling and Trapping Licence 
(HAL) system.  HAL number (HAL ID) and date of birth is required for all applicants and family sponsors. 
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All processes associated with the draw are now handled via the HAL system including: 

 submitting an application; 
 reviewing and updating an application; and 
 purchasing a draw licence. 

The Canadian Resident White-tailed Deer Draw continues to be a quota-based lottery used to allocate licences 
on a wildlife management zone basis. This draw uses two priority pools; the “Family First” pool and a general 
pool for all other applicants. The “Family First” pool will give priority to hunters who are sponsored by an 
immediate family member who is a Saskatchewan resident. If applying as a group, each group member must 
have an immediate family member who is a Saskatchewan resident in order for the application to qualify for the 
“Family First” pool. 

For Canadian residents submitting an application for the white-tailed deer draw with a sponsor, the sponsor 
must have a HAL account and be successfully validated as a Saskatchewan resident. The sponsor must also 
give their consent to be listed on the application. 

If you are successful in the draw, the appropriate licence will be available for purchase on your account. You 
simply select the white-tailed deer licence to purchase and complete the transaction. 

Important: Please read the following terms and conditions before applying for or modifying your draw 
application. 

 The Canadian resident big game draw is only for Canadian residents who are not residents of Saskatchewan. 
Hunters who qualify as a Saskatchewan resident are not required to participate in a draw to purchase a 
white-tailed deer licence. 
 

 Licences are not mailed to successful applicants. All successful applicants are required to purchase their 
licence(s) online through their HAL account, at a Ministry of Environment or select provincial park office, 
private licence issuer, or by phone at 1-855-848-4773. Licences will be available to purchase beginning 
August 1. 
 

 The draw places applications in two priority pools: the first pool consists of hunters who are sponsored by a 
family member who is a resident of Saskatchewan (grandmother, grandfather, mother, father, brother, 
sister, child, spouse or common law spouse), the second pool will contain all other applicants. If you are 
applying with a family sponsor, you must provide your relationship to the sponsor and the sponsor’s HAL ID 
and date of birth. 
 

o All sponsors must have a HAL account and must be verified as a Saskatchewan resident. The HAL 
number and date of birth is required for all sponsors. 
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o If you include sponsors on your application, you must declare that you have the consent of each 
sponsor to include them on your application. 

o Each applicant on a family-sponsored application must provide a sponsor (i.e. each applicant must 
have an immediate family member in Saskatchewan). More than one applicant may include the 
same sponsor as long as the sponsor is an immediate family member for each applicant, and each 
applicant has received their consent. 

o If it is found that a sponsor has been included without their consent, a sponsor is not an immediate 
family member, or a sponsor is not a resident of Saskatchewan, the application will be excluded 
from the draw, or, if the draw has already occurred, any subsequent licences will be cancelled. 
Falsifying information on an application is also an offence under The Wildlife Regulations. 

 
 It is the responsibility of each applicant to ensure that all information included on an application is correct 

and accurate. Please review information on available hunts, season dates, tentative quotas and proper hunt 
designations in the current Canadian Resident White-tailed Deer Draw Supplement. 
 

 If submitting a Canadian resident white-tailed deer draw application as a group (maximum of four per 
application), ensure that consent has been granted by all members. If entrusted with the personal 
information of others, please treat with respect. 
 

 Changes to applications can only be made until the application deadline of midnight May 25. A change to an 
application can be made by accessing your application through the Draw Orders section of your HAL web 
account. However, only the person who submits the application can make a change to an application.  Other 
group members cannot make changes but are able to view the application through their HAL account. 
 

 All applicants who apply for the Canadian Resident White-tailed Deer Draw must comply with The Firearm 
Safety/Hunter Education Regulations. Be aware that there are separate federal firearm licence 
requirements. A federal Possession and Acquisition Licence (PAL) does not exempt a person born after 
January 1, 1971 from being required to have completed a firearm safety/hunter education course. If it is 
found that an application includes a member who does not comply, it will be excluded from the draw. 
 

 Hunters who are suspended from hunting and trapping are not eligible to apply for the draw. 
 

 Each hunter is permitted to submit one application only. If more than one application is submitted, all 
applications for that hunter will be excluded from the draw (including all members on the applications).   
 

 All applicants must meet the requirements of a Canadian resident at the time of application. If an 
application includes a member who does not qualify as a Canadian resident, it will be excluded from the 
draw. 

http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/deplist.cfm?d=1&c=43&cl=5#W
http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/deplist.cfm?d=1&c=43&cl=5#W
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 Applications are reviewed after they are submitted. Any applications containing false or misleading 

information will be excluded from the draw. Ensure that all information entered onto your application(s) is 
accurate. 
 

 Any email address provided may be used to send important notifications regarding seasons and regulations. 
 

 It is the responsibility of the applicant to check whether their application has been drawn. Each member of 
an application can check their draw result by going to the Draw Orders section of their web account. Draw 
results will be available by mid-June. 
 

 Make sure all members of your application have reviewed the application prior to the deadline. Changes to 
applications cannot be made after the deadline and all draw results are final. 
 

 A valid Visa or MasterCard is required. There is a $6.00 non-refundable application fee for each application. 
 

 The deadline to apply is midnight, May 25. No applications will be accepted after the deadline with no 
exceptions. 
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Step 1 – Make sure you have an account in the Saskatchewan Hunting, Angling and Trapping Licence 
(HAL) system. 

Before you can apply for the Canadian Resident White-tailed Deer Draw, you must ensure that you have HAL 
number. Your HAL number (9-digit assigned number) is permanent and can be used to purchase and apply for all 
future Saskatchewan hunting and angling licences. If you have previously purchased Saskatchewan hunting or 
angling licence or applied for the Canadian resident white-tailed deer draw since 2013, you already have an 
existing HAL number. If you do not remember your HAL number and cannot access your account online, call 1-
855-848-4773 for assistance. Do not create another account. Your HAL number also appears on all previously 
printed licences that were purchased through the automated licence system. If you do not have an existing HAL 
number and need to have an account created, please review the document for how to create an account, 
available from the Government of Saskatchewan website. 

If you are applying with a sponsor, make sure your sponsor has a HAL number. Your sponsor’s HAL number and 
date of birth must be entered on the application. Also, make sure that you have their consent to be included on 
your application. 
 

Step 2 – Read all the updated information on the Canadian Resident White-tailed Deer Draw 
including changes for available hunts, season dates and quotas. 

Visit the licensing website at saskatchewanlicence.active.com and click on the Big Game Draw page. Make sure 
that you read the Canadian Resident White-tailed Deer Draw Supplement for information about the draw, 
including available hunts (Wildlife Management Zones, WMZs or “zones”), season dates and quotas. You should 
also view the Wildlife Management Zone map to familiarize yourself with WMZ boundaries and assist you with 
selecting hunt choices on your application.   

Further information is available to help you select hunt choices that provide the best chance to be drawn. You 
may wish to review draw results from previous years, as well as results of the hunter harvest survey. Also keep 
in mind that some zones have a high prevalence rate of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). If this is an important 
consideration for you in selecting hunt choices, review information on CWD in Saskatchewan before applying. 
 

Step 3 – Sign into your HAL account and select the draw application. 

You can sign into your HAL account by visiting the big game draw page at saskatchewanlicences.active.com.  
Instructions on how to access or create your HAL account are also available from the Government of 
Saskatchewan website. 

https://saskatchewanlicences.active.com/cust.biggamedraw.page
hhttps://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/parks-culture-heritage-and-sport/hunting-trapping-and-angling/hunting/buy-a-hunting-licence
hhttps://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/parks-culture-heritage-and-sport/hunting-trapping-and-angling/hunting/buy-a-hunting-licence
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Once you have selected Purchase a Licence you will be asked to select your residency status. Make sure you 
have read the residency requirements. If you meet the requirements of a Canadian resident, select the Canadian 
resident option to continue. Select Big Game Draw from the menu. 
 

 

 

Step 4 – Read and agree to the terms and conditions of the application. 
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Once you click on Accept and Proceed you are agreeing to comply with these terms and conditions. 
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Step 5 – Select your hunt choices (Wildlife Management Zones).   

You may select anywhere from one to six hunt choices.  During the draw, preference will be given to your 
selections in the order specified (i.e. 1st choice has preference over 2nd choice, 2nd choice has preference over 3rd 
choice, and so on).  You cannot select the same hunt more than once.  Make sure you are aware of the zone 
boundaries, and you have selected the correct hunt(s) before proceeding.  Further information about the hunt is 
available by clicking Info. 
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Step 6 – Confirm the order of your hunt choices. 

Once you have selected your hunts, click Confirm Choices. On the Confirm Application Information page you 
can use the up and down arrows to reorder your hunt choices, or click on Edit Choices to return to the previous 
page to add or remove hunt selections. During the draw, preference will be given to your first choice. If there is 
no available quota left for your first hunt choice, your second hunt choice will be considered, and so on. 
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Step 7 – Indicate whether you are applying with family sponsor, and if desired add group members 
to your application. 

Click on Add/Edit Group Members. If you apply with a family sponsor, all applicants on the application must 
have a family sponsor. Applications in which all applicants have provided a valid family sponsor will be placed in 
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the first priority pool for the draw. The same family sponsor can be used for more than one applicant, but the 
family sponsor listed for each applicant must be an immediate family member of that applicant. 

 

You may apply for the family first priority pool if you have an immediate family member who is a permanent 
resident of Saskatchewan and has given you consent to include them on your application. Eligible family 
members include grandmother, grandfather, grandchild, mother, father, brother, sister, child, spouse or 
common law spouse. 

Be aware that if you include a family sponsor on your application without their consent, your application will be 
rejected from the draw, or, if the draw has already occurred and you are drawn, your licence will be voided.  
Falsifying information on an application is also an offence under The Wildlife Regulations. 

You will be required to provide your sponsor’s HAL number, date of birth, as well as your relationship to your 
sponsor.
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Remember, if an application is selected in the draw, all applicants on the application will get a licence. 
Submitting a group application (maximum of 4) ensures that all members of a hunting party, up to a maximum 
of four, share the same draw result (i.e. all drawn or all not drawn). 
 
Once you have entered all information for your group members, click the checkbox indicating that you have 
received consent from each group member and sponsor to be included on the application; click Submit. If you 
have applied with sponsors, each sponsor must be validated as a Saskatchewan resident. 
 
If you have made an error or one of the group members or sponsors cannot be identified in the system, an error 
message will be displayed. To remove a group member, click Remove at the right side of the page.   
 
After you submit your application, members may be added or removed from your application until midnight, 
May 25 by accessing your application through the My Account section of your HAL web account. 
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Step 8 – Review your application and ensure everything is accurate.   
 

 
 
Once satisfied with your application, click on Add To Cart. This will return you to the licence selection page. You 
may purchase a licence on the same transaction. Once you are ready to pay for your purchase, click on Go to 
Cart. 



 
Current to:  April 22, 2020 

 

15 
 

 

 
 

If you require a change to your application such as changing a zone choice or adding or removing a group 
member, click Edit Application. Once in the shopping cart, do not click the back button on your internet 
browser to return to previous pages. 
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Step 9 – Enter your payment information and submit your application. 
 
When all of your information is entered correctly, click Proceed To Checkout and fill in your payment 
information to pay for the $6.00 application fee. A valid Visa or MasterCard is required.  The application fee is 
non-refundable. 
 

 
 
 
Step 10 – Your application is complete!  Make sure you review your application before the deadline 
to verify the information is correct.  Your application cannot be changed after the deadline. 
 
Your application has now been submitted. At this point, a confirmation email is also sent to the group leader, if a 
valid email address is provided.  The email is sent to the email address provided on your HAL account. Please 
note that if a typing error was made with your email address, the email may not be successfully delivered. 
 
You can review your application any time by signing in to your HAL account and reviewing it on the Draw 
Applications page of the My Account menu.   
 
Your application can be edited until the application deadline of May 25. Changes that can be made to an 
application include adding or removing hunt selections, changing the preference order of your hunt selections, 
adding or removing group members and changing or adding sponsors. If you apply as a group, only the person 
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who submitted the application can make edits, but all group members can view the application through their 
respective accounts. 
 
 

 
 
 
Step 11 – Draw results will be posted and will be available through your online HAL Account. 
 
Once the draw has been conducted, a notice will be posted on the website and the results will be available 
online through your HAL account. Results will be available in mid-June. All applicants are responsible for 
checking their draw result. You can check your draw result by visiting the Draw Orders page of My Account in 
your HAL account. Applicants with will also receive an email notification of the result of their application in the 
draw, but only if they have submitted a valid email address with their HAL account. If you are successful in the 
draw, you may purchase your licence after August 1. 
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If you require assistance with accessing your account, or you do not have internet access, you can visit a Ministry 
of Environment office or call 1-855-848-4773. 
 

 
 
Step 12 – If drawn, purchase your Canadian resident white-tailed deer licence through the 
Saskatchewan automated Hunting, Angling and Trapping Licence (HAL) system. 
 
If you are successfully drawn, you will need to purchase your licence through one of the following methods: 

o *online through your personal HAL account; 
o through a private issuer, Ministry of Environment or select provincial park office; or 
o by phone at 1-888-848-4773 (8 a.m. to 9 p.m. CST). 

 
*Note - Seals/tags must be obtained from a private issuer, Ministry of Environment office, select provincial park 
office, or by ordering online or by phone (allow up to 10 business days for mail delivery) prior to purchasing a 
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licence from home. Convenience packs can be acquired in advance at no charge anytime, and blank seals not yet 
used to purchase a licence do not expire. You will be required to enter your seal number to complete the 
purchase. If you do not already have seals, you may still order your licence online but will need to wait for your 
licence, including the seals to be delivered by mail.   

Licences purchased at a private issuer, Ministry of Environment office or provincial park office, or ordered online 
or by phone, will come with both the printed licence and the associated seals. Licences purchased online will 
require the hunter to provide the seal number while purchasing and printing the licence. Remember to fill out 
your seals with the licence number and species. 

If purchasing your licence(s) through your HAL account, there are two ways to add your licence(s) to your 
shopping cart. You can either select Purchase a Licence form the options at the top of the page or visit the Draw 
Orders page of the My Account menu. 

 
Important information 

 
• All Canadian resident white-tailed deer draw applications must be submitted through HAL, the online 

application. 
 

• The application will be open Friday, May 1, until midnight, May 25. 
 

• Changes to applications cannot be made past 11:59 p.m. on May 25. 
 

• It is the applicant’s responsibility to check whether their application has been drawn. Each member of an 
application can check their draw result by going to the Draw Orders section of their HAL account. Draw 
results will be available by mid-June. 
 

• If successfully drawn, your licence will not be automatically mailed to you. Your licence will be made 
available for you to purchase through HAL starting August 1. 

 
• Applicants are encouraged to read the current Canadian Resident White-tailed Deer Draw Supplement 

available from the website by May 1. 
 

• Make sure you have reviewed the Wildlife Management Zone map. 
 
• Further information is available on the website including answers to common questions about the Canadian 

resident white-tailed deer draw and results from previous year’s draws. 
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For assistance with the big game draw application or your HAL account, contact 1-888-773-8450. 
 

Further inquiries can be sent to: 
 
Phone 1-800-567-4224 
 
Please email comments to: Centre.Inquiry@gov.sk.ca 
 

mailto:Centre.Inquiry@gov.sk.ca
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