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Responding to Chemical Spills and MVC’s involving chemical spills:
When responding to an accident involving a chemical spill always respond up wind of the accident scene and park the fire truck a safe distance from the scene.  The following procedures must be followed when dealing with chemical spills:
1. Firefighters must use binoculars to evaluate the accident scene. Look for a placard or any sign on the vehicle to determine the product transported in the vehicle. Upon determining the transported product call Canutec for more information on this product.
2. If possible, approach the vehicle upwind and get the shipping document from the cab of the vehicle or trailer. The shipping documents are stored in a sealed container.

3. Any firefighter approaching the scene must wear complete bunker gear and a self contained breathing apparatus.

4. All on-lookers must remain at a distance of 300 meters or more from the scene of the accident.
5. All individuals standing downwind from the accident must be evacuated.
6. Only authorized personnel are allowed to approach the spill site. The Fire Department is there to ensure public safety and is not responsible for the cleanup of the spill. The owner of the chemical is responsible for all clean-up of the spill.
7. Hard Non-permeable contact lenses should not be worn when wearing SCBA face pieces. NFPA 1500 allows the firefighter to wear soft contact lenses while using SCBA if the firefighter has demonstrated successful long-term (at least 6 months) use of contact lenses without any problems.
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