PCC NEWSLETTER | Fall 2022
Welcome to the Fall 2022 edition of the PCC Newsletter. Your source for all things Wascana Centre and
Government House!

Wascana Centre
SUMMER FUN IN WASCANA CENTRE
Thanks to everyone who took part in our many events
this summer! From Junior Explorers experiencing
nature, paddling to Willow Island to take part in a
Picnic & Paddle, or joining us for a Thursdays in
Wascana – there was something for everyone at
Wascana Centre.
We look forward to seeing you again for our fall and
winter programming!

SPOOKTACULAR RETURNS TO WASCANA
CENTRE
On Oct. 29, we will host our annual Spooktacular
event for the public. This event will focus on naturebased learning with hands-on learning
opportunities for all ages through various activities
such as dissections, experiments, live animal meet
and greets, and much more. This free event is open
to all ages and will run from noon to 3:00 pm at
Wascana Place. No registration is required.
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BRING YOUR JACK-O-LANTERNS TO WASCANA CENTRE
Once Halloween is over, bring your jack-o-lanterns to
Wascana Centre to be part of our annual Pumpkin
Way event!
During the morning of Nov. 1, jack-o-lanterns can be
dropped off at Walter Scott Way to be displayed. We
will have everything in place from 6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Scott Way and checking out everyone’s creations.

Enjoy treats and hot chocolate while strolling Walter

All pumpkins will be donated to Fenek Farms after the event of women by showcasing a very influential
woman from Saskatchewan!

QUEEN ELIZABETH II GARDENS

Did you know that each year our Horticulture team works to create a new design for our esteemed Queen
Elizabeth II Gardens?
This garden contains over 30,000 flowers, and planning starts a year in advance to create the design,
source the flowers, and get them ready for planting!
The QEII looked amazing again this year – these aerial photos provide a rare view of the 2022 design!

WASCANA CENTRE GOAT GRAZING
In June and August, Wascana Centre brought in goats as part of a multi-year grazing project to help
control the invasive weed population. The goal was to target the high-density areas of weeds in the first
year. The goats grazed a five-acre area, and each grazing period lasted 10 days.
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After the first grazing period, we noticed positive results. The
goats targeted invasive plant species such as alfalfa, artemisia
absinthium and downy brome.
Grazing greatly reduces the plant biomass, preventing the
plants from going to seed or flower. It also slows their growth,
which in turn allows for native fescues and grasses to flourish.
This project is one of the sustainable biological control pest
management approaches that PCC is leading around Wascana
Centre.

SPECIES SURVEY
Wascana Centre falls along two of the main bird
migratory routes and serves as a nesting ground for
birds passing through. It is also a breeding ground for
hundreds of different species that remain in the
centre.
Throughout the year, the ecologists conduct species
surveys, which account for everything from avian
species to insect to plant. This data provides insight
into the health of our grassland, forest, and wetland
habitats. It assists in our various landscape and wildlife management plans and projects. With a decline
in the invasive carp species, we have noticed an increase in aquatic vegetation and water quality which
in turn has increased the waterfowl diversity nesting in Wascana Centre, making the marsh a birder’s
dream!

WASCANA CENTRE GOT A FACELIFT
Phase 1 of our new wayfinding signage is now
installed!
This is a multiyear project to enhance the user
experience around Wascana Centre.
If you haven’t noticed them, be sure to keep an
eye out next time you visit!
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Government House
BUSY SUMMER AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE
This summer saw several new initiatives at
Government House, including our Sunday morning
Yoga in the Gardens and Lunch on the Lawn in June,
July and August. These new programs were well
attended, and plans are in place to build on them in
years to come.

We also hosted two performances of the ever-popular
Not Who, But Watt tours. Local performer Vincent Murphey portrayed George Watt, the influential
gardener at Government House in the early 1900s.
On August 13, we held the second annual Old Fashioned Fun & Games Day, where families played old
timey carnival games in our beautiful Edwardian Gardens!

HER LATE MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II
Government House is excited to launch a new school tour
for 2022! This art themed tour centers around the
Diamond Jubilee Portrait of Her Late Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II that is on display at Government House and
includes the complementary Portrait in the Making exhibit
that focuses on the artist’s Phil Richards process in
painting the Queen’s Portrait.
We will continue to celebrate Her Majesties Platinum
Jubilee year until March 2023. Come on the Platinum
Jubilee tour and see all our new exhibits focused on the
70 years of Queen Elizabeth’s reign.

HALLOWEEN FUN AT GOVERNMENT
HOUSE

October sees the arrival of many macabre guests at
the 130-year-old Government House. Our Halloween
events include:
• Evening supernatural tours throughout October
• Séance performances featuring a “medium”
who will speak to the spirits within our walls
• Trick-or-treating at Government House on
October 30 from 1-4 p.m.
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IS IT TOO SOON TO TALK ABOUT CHRISTMAS?

At the end of November, we will be celebrating the most
wonderful time of year at Government House: the Holiday
Season. We kick off the season with Old Fashioned Victorian
Christmas on November 25, 2022. The House will again be
transformed into our magical Victorian Christmas with so many
decorations for you all to enjoy!
For more information on all of Government House events and
programs, go to www.governmenthousesk.ca.

Provincial Military Liaison
MILITARY FAMILY APPRECIATION TEA
On September 16, as part of our work with the Provincial Military Liaison and in partnership with the
Moose Jaw Military Family Resource Centre, 50 Victorian tea kits were donated to Saskatchewan military
families from the Provincial Capital Commission.
This is an annual partnership in recognition of Military Family Appreciation Day, which takes place on the
third Friday in September.

The PCC is committed to working with our partners, stakeholders and the public to achieve our vision of inspiring pride and fostering
connections to Saskatchewan’s capital city. As always, we value your feedback and look forward to sharing more news from the
Provincial Capital Commission. For more information on the upcoming public participation dates and to learn how you can get
involved check our website for more information.
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