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Left: Surgical/procedure mask.    Right: N95 respirator 

 
N95 respirators are an approved (e.g. NIOSH) air-purifying, particulate-filtering, 
disposable, half-face piece respirator. These devices are designed to protect users from 
inhaling hazardous airborne particles and aerosols, including dusts and infection agents 
such as the COVID-19 virus. The protective devices are common protective in health care 
settings and require initial and ongoing training, as well as an approved method for fit-
testing to ensure a tight facial seal. Without this training and fit-testing, they may not 
effectively protect against the COVID-19 virus. 
 
A list of authorized medical devices including surgical/procedure masks and N95 
respirators is available from the Government of Canada. 
 

 
Approved standards for respirators and surgical/procedure 
masks 
 
To expand the availability of N95 respirators and surgical masks during the pandemic, 
some alternate standards designated as equivalent by the Government of Canada/Health 
Canada will be accepted. This includes respirators such as KN95, FFP2, P2, Korea 1st 
Class, DS and surgical masks such as Type IIR that are approved or certified under 
standards used in other countries similar to NIOSH and ASTM. 

 
Public Works and Government Services Canada has information on specifications for 
approved COVID-19 products. 
 
Certain particulate filter efficiency respirators (PFEs) manufactured in Canada are 
approved by Health Canada and can be used as PPE. Approved devices will have an IO 
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