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Disclaimer – This sample template is intended to be used as a guide by municipalities to develop a bylaw. The content must be modified and formatted to suit the needs of the municipality. It is strongly encouraged that municipalities work with their legal counsel to ensure the procedures address the specific needs and capabilities of their council. 

Explanatory Notes 
Each level of government has a role and responsibility in regulating cannabis since it was legalized in 2018. More specifically, municipalities have the authority to regulate certain aspects of cannabis cultivation, production, sales, and consumption within their jurisdiction in the form of a cannabis business license bylaw. A cannabis business bylaw may regulate: 
· The location of production facilities and retail outlets; 
· The minimum separation distances to other retail outlets or other sensitive uses; and
· Hours of operation.

Definitions within the municipal bylaw must be consistent with federal and provincial legislative requirements. In addition to the definitions provided within the sample, municipalities may choose to define other terms within its own bylaw such as cultivation facility, testing facility or cannabis transporter.

If wishing to regulate separation distances, it is at council’s discretion provided the limitation is consistent with the municipality’s zoning bylaw, if applicable. Council may wish to have more restrictive hours of operations established within their bylaw, but council cannot expand the hours of operation set out in the cannabis permit the applicant obtained from the provincial government.

This sample bylaw provides options for municipalities when considering penalties for non-compliance. These include setting a specific dollar amount, relying on a general penalty bylaw if enacted, or allowing voluntary payment to avoid prosecution for an alleged contravention.

Municipalities may also choose to develop a form to apply for a cannabis business license that could be attached as an appendix. Note that subsequent changes to the form would require an amendment to the bylaw.

This sample bylaw template has been created for municipalities that operate under The Municipalities Act only. The content must be modified and formatted to suit the needs of the municipality. Optional matters and instructional information indicated in blue font must be reviewed, amended and removed as necessary. It is strongly encouraged that municipalities seek their own legal advice when drafting any bylaw.

For more information about municipal authority to regulate cannabis, please refer to the Cannabis Guide for Municipalities found on saskatchewan.ca.


CANNABIS BUSINESS LICENSE BYLAW

FULL NAME OF MUNICIPALITY

BYLAW NO ____ 

A BYLAW TO CLASSIFY, LICENSE, CONTROL AND REGULATE CANNABIS BUSINESS ACTIVITIES


The Council of the [full name of municipality] in the Province of Saskatchewan enacts as follows:


PART 1 

SHORT TITLE, PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS

Title 
1. This bylaw may be cited as the “Cannabis Business License Bylaw”. 

Purpose 
2. The purpose of this bylaw is to provide for the regulation and licensing of cannabis businesses, that are issued a permit by the cannabis authority in the [full name of municipality]

Definitions 
3. In this bylaw the expression: (use any or all that apply)
a) “Administrator” means the administrator for the [full name of municipality];
b) “Cannabis” shall have the same meaning as given in section 1-2 of The Cannabis Control (Saskatchewan) Act; 
c) “Cannabis accessory” shall have the same meaning as defined in The Cannabis Control Regulations (Saskatchewan);
d) “Cannabis authority” means a person or body that is an agent of the Crown in right of Saskatchewan, that is designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council;
e) “Cannabis business” means a cannabis wholesale outlet or a cannabis retail outlet;
f) “Cannabis permit” means a valid cannabis permit issued pursuant to The Cannabis Control (Saskatchewan) Act and the regulations for the possession, sale, distribution or transportation of cannabis;
g) “Cannabis retail outlet” means an establishment that has received a cannabis permit from the cannabis authority where the retail sale of cannabis, cannabis accessories and ancillary items, are authorized; 
h) “Cannabis wholesale outlet” means an establishment that has received a cannabis permit from the cannabis authority where the sale and distribution of cannabis to other cannabis permit holders is authorized;
i) “Council” means the council of the [full name of municipality];
j) “License” means a license issued in accordance with this bylaw; and
k) “Municipality” means the [full name of municipality].

PART 2 

ADMINISTRATION AND LICENSES

Administration of this Bylaw
4. The administrator shall be responsible for the administration of this bylaw and shall have the authority to appoint other employees to carry out the provisions of this bylaw. 

Business License Required
5. A person must obtain a valid license, under the provisions of this bylaw, to carry on a cannabis business.

6. A person applying for the issuance or renewal of a license to carry on a cannabis business, must:
a) Make application to the administrator on the form provided for that purpose; 
b) Pay to the municipality the applicable license fee prescribed in Appendix “A”, attached hereto and forming a part of this bylaw; and
c) Provide proof of a valid cannabis permit issued by the cannabis authority. 

Term of License
7. Licenses are valid for the period of January 1 to December 31 in the year of purchase.  

8. Licenses purchased after July 1 in any calendar year will be charged an amount equal to half of the fee required as set out in Table 1 of the Appendix. 

9. Licenses are deemed to be cancelled, without refund, if the cannabis permit is cancelled, suspended or has expired.

License to be Displayed
10. Any license issued under this bylaw is to be displayed in a prominent place at the business for which the license was issued.

[bookmark: _Hlk115772816]Hours of Operation - Cannabis Retail Outlet
11. A cannabis retail outlet can only be open between the hours of [insert time] a.m. and [insert time] p.m.

Separation Distance - Cannabis Business
12. A cannabis business shall not be located within: 
a) [Insert number] metres from the nearest property line of a playground, childcare facility, school, or recreational facility; or
b) [Insert number] metres from the nearest property line of another cannabis business.



PART 3 

PENALTIES

Offences and Penalties
13. Any person guilty of any infraction of any of the provisions of this bylaw shall, upon summary conviction, be liable to a fine:
a) To be specified;
b) As per the General Penalty Bylaw; or
c) If the Municipality wishes to offer the option of voluntary payments, please refer to “Voluntary Payment Option” (on sample bylaw page) for suggested terminology to be included within the bylaw.


PART 4 

SEVERABILITY

Severability
14. Each section of this bylaw shall be severable.  

15. If any provision of this bylaw is held to be illegal or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the provision may be severed, and the illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the bylaw.


PART 5 

COMING INTO FORCE

Coming Into Force
16. This bylaw shall come into effect on the day of its final passing.


_________________________________
(Reeve/Mayor Signature)		
	{Seal}
_________________________________
(Administrator Signature)		
Read a third time and adopted	
this ____ day of ___________.


Appendix
TABLE 1
[Section #]


	Classification
	Annual Fee 

	Cannabis Retail Outlet
	[insert value]

	Cannabis Wholesale Outlet
	[insert value]
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